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OUT OF
COMMISSION
THE -harp Crack of a rifle brought unexpected

stillness to Oie .jungle skirting the edge of
the hard-packed beach. Sparky hurled him-

self from ihe wing of the plane, hit the sand ond
stared to run Again there came the sound or a
shot. A sp.got of sand erupted to his right, as
he hurled himself into the dense undergrowth,
dropped to one knee.

It was very still now. with just the soft rustle
of Wav« along the beach. Sparky touched the
damp on his forehead, began to inch his way
I oreward

—

Away to Hie right, closer at hand this time,
came the repeated crack of n rifle. Sparky
crouched down. This Inst shor could have been
Craig., from somewhere in the jungle, Craig
was up there as look-out. while Sparky work-el
on the fuel pump. Sparky pushed cautiously
lorwarrL keeping low,- watching.

At last he saw CraiR standing above some-
thing sprawled on the ground.

"Old sure-shot." Sparky moved up, stared down
« the relaxed body of the Jap. half across a (oe
"What's it all about?"

Craig* tanned face was light beneath hard
hnes. -It means, kid. that we aren't the only
ones here. Those shots probably lipped off any
pair, this guy might have had!"

Sparky nodded, turning to stare into the shad-
owy under-growth about them. "I get it. Wc
take off fast or . . . not at all. But maybe you're
wrong. About there being others "

"Wishful thinking, kid. Get back to your
cooking. I'll have n look-see. Maybe . . . just
maybe . . . you're right. I hope so!"

Sparky slid back through the jungle, hesitated
a moment at ilji edge, then moved swiftly across
Ihe beach. It was hot in the sun and every
second counted. Probably Craig was right. No
doubt when they came in for on emergency
landing they had been seen. If they didn't hus-
tle n would be too lote.

IT
MIGHT have been minutes later, or hours

even, when the plane was ready for service
again. Sparky wiped his hands clean, turned

to stare up and down the beach, into the shad-
ows of the jungle. Craig was gone a Jong time
now. Sparky knew he didn't dare test this job.
They d have to take it off cold and trust to luck.
If only Craig would come back.
The sun was high when Sparkv checked his

carbine and .45. He ploughed into the under-
growth, worked his way up over a ridge and
Started down on the far side. Once in a while
he could sec a little lagoon below. The occa-
sional glimpse of the beach showed it deserted—
Somewhere a shadow moved and Sparky

flung the carbine to his shoulder. The sharp
crack or the shot rocketed through the silence.
The shadow was gone
But otner shadows converged swiftly. Tnps

Sparky whirled as they poured out of the under-
brush and surrounded him. Japs ... and more
Japs. All of them covered Sparky with rifles.
Sluted black eyes stared back defiantly, thin
lips moving faintly across one or two faces.
"You stand still." one of them announced

moving ahead of the others. "Else . . . you get
shot."

mJu
kin

L
da

.
' h0Ught So/ ' Sparky murmured,

what s this? A reception committee? Where's
the ball gonna be held?"
"No ball. You slay right heie. Your friend—"

,
''?h 'oh '" Spark>' snar'ed. "I expected that.

Well, since you've got him—"
* -> o o ,

SPARKY flung himself forward. A rifle
cracked, but he knew it would be a miss.
because no'one would dare fire at him for

fear of hitting their leader. Next instant Sparky
npped the Jap around, flung an arm across his
throat and tightened down. He ripped the auto-
matic out of its holster, jerked it up and pumped
lead. He had a strangle hold on his captor, hold-



ing him up as a guard- The automatic blazed

vengefully. TKen it clicked

Something crashed against Sparky'» head from

behind. In his last seconds of consciousness he

knew someone had sneaked up behind, rammed

the butt of a rifle around the tree for a knock-

out. After that Sparky went down in o heap.

CONSCIOUSNESS returned slowly. Sparky's

head and shoulders ached savagely. He
lifted his head painfully- His body was

suspended by his arms from a rope flung over

the limb of a tree. His toes barely touched the

ground. His body felt as if it had been stretched

miles.

Slowly Sparky twisted his head, stared up at

the limb over which the rope had been thrown.

His hands were numb. Hf lifted his feet and

the weight of his body drew the limb down a lit-

tie. but not enough to break-

Somewhere down on the beach a slim whistle

cut the stillness and Sparky pnuscd to stare.

From his hanging position he had an almost un-

obstructed view of the lagoon. .

Now the waters broke softly and something

lifted through the blue. The conning tower of a

sub. For a moment Sparky held his breath,

watching as the under-sea craft exposed its omi-

nous dark length.

A Jap sub. And here for—what?

Frantically Sparky turned his attention to the

limb above, him. The nearest obstructing branch

of any size was a good sixteen inches along.

There were nubbins in the way. to be sure

—

Swiftly Sparky worked the rope, digging his

toes in^o the ground. If he could get it out far

enough it would break.

He was halfway out when he stopped to stare

down upon the beach, watching the sub there.

Men swarmed out upon her deck, more Japs

were on the beach. One «•' them was looking

up the hillside, to where Spark;* was spot-lighted

in the boiling sun.

With dull agony he saw a soldit *aise a rifle.

Frantically Sparky hurled his weight poainsi the

rope toward the end of the limb. It sin. *i-nost

all the way. He yanked his legs up

—

The whine of a bullet sounded past his eat.

Next instant the limb bowed gently, held a sec-

ond, broke with a soft snap.

Sparky dropped to the ground. Pain and

weariness almost drove him to his face. H
fought it off. stumbled to his foeL Again there

came the ominous whine of a bullet- An-

other. . .

.

Stumbling into the woods. Sparky stared

back, saw the Japs streaming along the beach,

plunging into the wood* after him.

a a a a a

AWAY along the ridge a cloud o! smoke

billowed up softly. It thinned out and

Sparky saw a sheet of flame rolling down

across the beach, widening, dancing higher and

higher, rolling out across the water like a tidal

wave. A second later it had reached the sub,

was surrounding her. Flames licked up.

A sudden explosion rocked the ground, hurl-

ing rocks and bits of trees and leaves high into

the air. Flame was licking through the woods.

Sparky could hear the hungry crackle of it, eat-

ing its way viciously uphill.

Someone broke out of the shadows of the

woods, plunged toward where Sparky crouched.

A Jap. carrying a rifle

—

Sparky whirled- And a familiar voice reached

out to him:

"Keep going! Don't stop. It's me . . .
Craig*

They were over the ridge, half stumbling, half

falling, down toward the narrow strip of beach.

Craig panted, "Didn't know what . . . happened

lo you. Saw you later . . . lied up. 1—I fixed

•em!"

They were on the beach, were tumbling into

the^plane. Above the island, rising into the

sky like a colored umbrella, rose a cloud of

smoke. Flames licked up beneath ii. and the

hiss of wittering underbrush sounded like water

in a hot skillet.

-What's it all about?" Sparky yelled. "I—

"

"I'll take this job up," Craig snapped "We've

gotta hurry!"
• • « •

SPARKY'S breath almost choked till the

prop kicked over, and the motor broke into

life, Craig waited, warming it, feeling the

throttle out until the last second. He called.

fc
I borrowed that first Nip's Uniform so I could

get past them. In the excitement they didn't

tumble. Saw them get you and saw the sub

come in. There was only one thing lo do!"

"Go on. I'm no mind reader!"

Craig grinned. "They had a fueling base

here. Halfway up the hill, in a tunnel. Enough

oil and gns to run the Jap fleet a rnonfh. Or

almost. At any rate, it'll give Ihem a nice bak-

ing! I blew il up!"

"Yeah. But I'm beginning to aftffllc—
m

Craig grinned back as the plane snapped for-

ward, zoomed into the late afternoon sky.

-You're not half as hot as it'* already gotten for

those Japs back there. This.b one secret base

they won'l use for a long time to cornel"

i
THE END
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EVE(<y GUNMEN
AND WLLEK OM
.THE EAST COAST ''call THE WAGOlsl

FOE TAKE.SUS—
I'VE SOT TO
MAATE A PHONE
CALL

0£/7 We QUESTION REMAINS
UNANSWERED EVEN AS THEV
REACH THE POLICE PCCK

HE*!-" 8*
WUAT'S THE

STEVE 1

. -_>OU
CAUGHT HtrA
VN1TH THE
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Follow Hie Easy Instructions and Model Letters

in This Amazing Mi- Tinr flick!

Wo maim where you go as a rocmher of
Uncle Sam's Armed Forces, this handy
bm>!.. always tell* you just how to wriic

tin illini; love letters to your Sweetheart.

You know' what it means 10 get letters

from the girl back home — and it means
just as much to her when she reads yoarr

letters, especially if they're thrilling ex-

pressaoru of jour lost! No lunger oecd
your Inters he dry as dusi. awkward or
uninteresting. Imagine the pride and sat-

isfaction of knowing thai your letters

will be read and re-read and then saved

for the lime when you will be together

again — letter, thai will be among bet
dearest treasures.

how 10 vnrrn tovt ttum thmn jou bow
the moat common thine* ran sound inrerruing.

Don't rack your brain, hour upon
bout, 10 convoy thai "Certain some-
thing" in the bipm exciting; way.
Your feller* can now rcilevi your

personality- Too ©lien people with sparUiag.
« ibram pergonal it tct write poorly.only because
rhry do dot Inow how. HOW TO WRITE
1.0V fc LETTERS will help you locxprcsi your
pvriunality in lovr letters. No one who writes
l.(i.i% should he without ibis aaiaiing hook.
It's a* ncirwjt. as ehe paper you write on.

MOW TO Willi icm UTTTUS tootaim ill— I

of actual ample letxeei that mow put how to

write ioor letters proper) r from beginning: to

cod. Int luded in thm "Muvi" book are More*
of mode) love lcsten by work! famous people
You will alsodndin tlin valuable book lists of
useful synonyms — common errors, and how
to avoid them — the correct spelling of many
catchy words, and many more important Ucttiv

• nnnj bints. Read! the list of the HOW TO
chapter*—and remember, you can examine this

book at oar nprnoc*

EXCITING LOVE
UTTERS KEEP HER
THINKING OF YOV!

MONEY-BACK OFFER!
We believe you can write
winning love letters with
the help of this amazing
book — but we want you
to be the judge! Ewmine
the book 10 days—if not
delighted with results,
return it and your money
will be promptly refund-
ed! Stravon Publishers,

342 Madison Ave., New
York City 17, New York.

MAIL THIS COUPON

S«AVON PUBltSMHfS. D*a*. 1-12
3« Mtodnon A.., N. Y. 17. N. Y.

Send booh, "llnw in Writ* Love Lutl-n," 4mpUrn i«k«1 > by return ....- If nrn ,l.i;t l,r.,l

wiih Inch. I m., rvlum ttit.
t-.i(h.w in |Q ,(„„

•Ht ny» moiwy will b> i-tund-l
HSrnd COO I wfll p«T psmua <Ja. pfc_

Canada and VtHngu-Sl IS will* ordM.



THOUSANDS ofMENNOW
•fljajaeat feel JZvok

SLIMMER BETTER YOUNGER
uritk (zommandet.

The Amazing NEW Abdominal Supporter

»?!'„
anl,

y yoi" *•"* eaB ***'" *° *••• ALIVE ... OH TOP OF THIWORLD by joining Ihc Parade of Men who an marching up tilt hiqh-way of happier livleg with the COMMANDER, the amaxlng new Men 1

.
abdominal supporter.

CET -IM SHAPE" INSTANTLY AND ENJOY A HAPPY STREAMLINED APPEARANCE
I?" COMMANDER presents the exclusively designed "INTKRLQCKING HANDS"
E!£fJi™S»^,ra °ou

\
,lK support where you need it most. It nutans the burden-

nEPJSSOPS ,.r
C
r^
OraU0n SP" ««*»« to the body the zrstful inv

J coring hvlta*£ .*, P22&SLJERS^ su"' D
?-Y

window" control. Order thLi new belt today andbectn enjoying the pleasure o( feeling »jn shape" at once.

BREAYHE EASIER—TAKE WEIGHT OFF TIHEO FEET
I^J^ 11^ t

UI,1
!

n
'P
E EXHtA SUFPOaiTKC power oE the COMMANDER firml*

YOUR BACK 15 BRACED—YOUR 6L0THES FIT BETTER—YOU APPEAR TALLER
Urt ^wffiiSHP1 bracM y«"r

.
J** 1"?; your posture becomes erect . . . jeu look

toPro
C
veVcnTSunediate^

Ur ^^ " l yOU brtWr
-
Y0Ur '"cndB wlU n^« »*

COMMANDER IS NEW AND MODERN)

TSUJOZtSS* f&tifB&SfJSfi! ,,1>s- d
,
an*lln« buckles and bothersome Iacco will

wuh full conndence . . . and at our rWlc. SEND FQH JT i*J<JWl

THi SECRET OF THE
"INTERLOCKING HANDS"

Only COMMANDER contains this New
principle. A porous dun-mretcli mate-
ria* fctaim into the special olretrliY
^orly or the COMMANDER. STHETCH-
ES 10 to 14 INCHES HICH . . . in ihe
RgflPff ot two inUTloritlng hands lorEXTRA DOUULK SUPPORT win-rr youneed it most. NO IUCIOES. lacks or

MAKE THIS TEST -**•

WITH YOUR OWN HANDS
AND FEEL WHAT WE MEAN

Commander Wearers all over America Say—
"I am iuit roi will i>« firtHj in
fcnu* uui ii ii n7 f,r in* bail ami
Oul practical in_ i^i-.p r I Raw avai
tad. 1 hiiB l«n I

II I* Mini 1 mi trlcndi and Uh*
!> IU'-. ii- I:,.:.. '!-.! I.Ml I

1
. '...I:

hall praliahly l.fii (rum aaaa of
U"ia In «k> fulunt"

DLlltl
flumnih, Mlih.

"norJoiril nnj nidri far ir--ilir( MIL
. 1 itnlitiri im hIUihii ili It •muxjUI

I'M ,dl un «** *l'" » '^ Dr. O. C-
OllllEI. III.

"Ilntrtnd ili* CDBaunOir alinul *
••Til i|*. Id u| lint 1 an Kit)
I'.-inJ wilN |( aiuiil M t"illli>( II
nillolf— I ran «• llitl 11 fllli a long
(ill *ii(i. «l>lfii IHo nr*iV3 mpinl

a iui «mrorli»c li«l*nj. I

l-a miiiIi« II nn the Cni

Utlnc In iiw nmnliic LoilMad la
oji limn lilt imni'-i-."'

1. C. MiO.
ill PaiiL Mlna.

"I ri-anmiiml id* Cdmnianda (anai || it iin.v tin. ]| lu,u Ili,
a innkl litdt M me I u.m u

r fat lET .! || ; i, ,,.,. 1
baa iial|Kil

111
IM
IT.IlM lllll tl

Wan an/Uilui I Ii.ro uvir U|«4

I'ctS glial, gy.Above are jua! a /tuo/ the many unsoUolied (estimoniflls for the Commander I
that ip« recelwi rcoxiicrly. Original* at Iheie and others are on j«* ^1H«*SEND FOR IT TODAY—USE THIS COUPON ^W

INTRODUCTORY TEN DAy"rEE^!?!a7 OfTer" ™ ™ !
_ WARD GREEN CO., DD*T G-H

M2 MADISON AVEHUl, NEW TOCK. N. V,

I

I

I

Sandin. i£a "l-OMMAKDOl" for Un du> Tet. TjI.1. I *M n.r nBUbu II. prwl.l ,„i„

imu iul«i *• Vtit'rf -Uc'il miVirtiiVii;.'. uVil* araliaftlt",
"---

I
crrv

, nTATR _

OHM aal . .ill „„ l«lan diar«n. Tb. .an*

10 DAY FREE TRIAL
SEND NO MONEY

Wear COMMANDER ONLY
ten days FREE. H B
fails to do all we say, send
It back and the purchase
price will be promptly
refunded. SIZES 2B in 47

52.98

SPtCIAl LACOfl SIMS 41 fo 40. 1J.M


