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i Sblished nae the Sitle of She WAN 

Outs aw OnPaar 
Chapler L. THE MANIWE OF AN aa: 
THe STORY OF THE ORPHAN,OUTLAW AND GUNMAN, BECAN 
WHEN A FAMILY NAMED GORDON MOVED INTO NORTH-WEST 
TEXAS, THEY BROUGHT A HERD OF TWO HUNDRED CATTLE AND 
A FEW HORSES AND THEY PUT UP A SHACK ON A PIECE OF 
LAND WHICH THE FATHER eae: FROM A ee RANCH ~- 

ye , 

7 THERe 1718, MY DEARS. 
SHY OUR NEW HOME / IF WE 

Ks 

se ir: aes 

. % vm Nan 

WORK HARD, SOME DAY 
WEILL HAVE. "THE FINEST 
RANCH IN TEXAS ON 

THIS LAND ,/ 



2 The Orphan __ 

“THE LITTLE RANCH PROSPERED, FOR THE BOUNDARY ON 
FAIR-SIZED STREAM WHICH NEVER RAN DRY. AND SOON THE 
GORDON'S GRIDIRON BRAND SPREAD OVER THE PLAIN ~~~ 

A GRAND SIGHT, EH, 
BOY7 AND ALL DONE 
WITH OUR OWN SWEA 

AND TOIL? 

THE BOY LIVED HAPPILY. HIS FATHER HAD) | BUT WHILE HIS MIND WAS ae i THE 
BROUGHT MANY BOOKS WITH HIM AND KE \ | BOY ALSO LED AN OUTDOOR LIFE, AE 
SAW THAT HIS SON WAS WELL EDUCATED. Pere DEAD SHOT WITH RIFLE AND 



The Orphan 

BUT WHEN THE BOY WAS TEN, THE NEIGHBOURING OWNER. OF THE B16 RANCH DI 
AND HIS HEIRS, WHO WERE hor 50 5QUARE AND HONEST, BEGAN TO GET AN. 70H F FOR 
THE RICH GORDON LAND. THEY KNEW HE HAD NEVER BOTHERED 70 SIGN DEEDS . 
TROUBLE BEGAN AND GORDON ee CATTLE ~~~ 

GIT ALONG 
THERE , DOGIES .’ 
YOU BELONG TO 

THE BIG RANCH BRAND WAS A GRIDIRON 
' GIROLE, AND IT WAS LITTLE TROUBLE TO THIS 15 BETTER THAN 
. CHANGE THE BRANDS. THE GRIDIRON COAL,LAD! 1F 1 KNOW 
CIRCLE GANG CLAIMED GORDON HAD ANYTHING, THIS 1S SILVER 

| JUMPED THE RANGE, ALTHOUGH HE ORE! THE ASSAY OFFICE THATS 
| HAD PAID GOOD MONEY FOR HIS LAND WILL PROVE ME DANDY, DAD.’ 
| AND HAD IMPROVED [T. IN THAT WILD, RIGHT WE'LL BE RICH / 
| LONELY COUNTRY HE WAS VERY MUCH WE'LL BE ABLE TO HIRE 
ALONE IN HIS FIGHT. BUT HE HELD HIS PLENTY OF GOOD HANDS 

' QWN UNTIL ONE DAY, OUT LOOKING TO HELP. US FIGHT 
' FOR A VEIN OF COAL WHICH HE AS THOSE GRIDIRON 

BELIEVED LAY ON HIS LAND ~~ CIRCLE SKUNKS / 
| He FIND NSTEAD-- 

LVER)! | 
eee’ 
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THE PACKAGE TO THE 
ASSAY OFFICE THROUGH 

THE GRIDIRON CIRCLE PUNCHERS STEPPED UP THEIR WAR, AGAINST GORDON, AND 
ONE DAY HE CAUGHT SOME OF THEM ON HIS RANGE ~~~ 

THE MURDERING 
COYOTES .’ 

SHOOTING MY 
~ CATTLE? 



The Orphan 

“THE RANCHERS GUNS ROARED IN VENGEANCE ~~~ 

NOW GET BACK ON 
‘YOUR OWN RANGE ~~ 

{F YOU CAN 

sere mem anergy | a 
FOUGHT 70 GAVE HIS RANCH, SORRDW WAS AD MAE tc 
TO GORDUN'S ANCER WHEN HIS BRAVE WE OED. I _. 
BUT EVEN AB HE S000 BY HER LONELY ORAVE : 
IN THE ORCHARD HE HAD PLANTED =~ A BULLET 
HUMMED FROM COVER, ~~ 

‘THE DOGS.’ EVEN 



6 The Orphan . 

“THAT EVENING, IN THE RANCH-HOUSE, THE BOY YM GOING 
SAW HIS FATHER, PREPARING 70 60 OUT ~~~ HUNTING, LAD ~~ 

é FOR @OYOTES .’ 
STAY HERE,’ 

DAD ~~ 
WHERE ARE. 
YOU GOING 7 

ALL NIGHT THE BOY WAITED ALONE, THINKING 
OF HIS MOTHER LYING OUT IM THE ORCHARD 
WHICH SHE HAD LOVED 50 MUCK, AND OF HIS 
FATHER OUT AMIDST THE DANGERS OF THE 
RANGE. BUT, BEFORE DAWN, HE COULD WAIT 
NO LONGER AND HE, 700, RODE OUT ~~~ 

‘THAT'S FIXED GORDON, 
BOYS! WE'LL HAVE NO . 
MORE TROUBLE FROM 

m HIM. NOW TO GET 

SCOURING THE RANGE IN THE MOONLIGHT 
FOR HIS FATHER, THE BOY WHEELED HIS 
HORSE BEHIND COVER AS HE HEARD THE THUD 
OF HOOFS AND A HARSH, TRIUMPHANT VOICE. 
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OUT IN THE LONELY HILLS, BUT 
HE nee WEI VER SPEAK AGAIN ~~ 

: ik THE BOY GUT HIS 
“THEY HANGED f 5 oe FATHER DOWN ANB 3 

HIM.’ “THE SKUNKS.’ Vay > Wen BURIED HIM OUT ei 3 
HANGED WITH A 4 Tae THERE IN THE HILLS» 
MANILLA ROPE .’ r AND HE VOWED THAT 

Se . SOME DAY HE WOULD 
|. FIND THE MAN WHOGE 
ROPE HAD ENDED 
HIS LIFE. 
IN THAT LAND OF 
RAWHIDE LARIATS, 
A MANILLA ROPE: 
WA6 RARE. 
SOME DAY HE 
WOULD FIND THE: 
RINGLEADER OF 
THE GANG 6 

THAT Morr THE GORDON RANCH-HOUSE BLAZED AND COLLAPSED 70 A HEAP OF 
CHARRED CINDERS, AND STIFLING HIS GRIEF THE FIFTEEN YEAR OLD KID WHO HAD 
BEY. pate TO HIS i RODE AWAY TO DISAPPEAR, anit THE NIGHT. 

“THE CURS THAT 
MURDERED DAD WILL 

RY TO GET ME Now ~~ 
BUT THEY SHAN’T GET ME AND 
SHAN’'T HAVE OUR HOME FOR 

A RANGE SHACK 
EITHER ” 

FROM THAT MOMENT THE BOY WAGED WAR AGAINST THE RANGE 
ROGUES. THINGS BEGAN TO HAPPEN WHICH HURT THE EASE AND 
SAFETY OF THE GRIDIRON CIRCLE. CATTLE WERE FOUND DEAD ALL 
OVER THE RANGE, AND THE KID WAS NEVER SHORT OF BEEF. 



IN ONE WEEK, Ui SR : 
THREE PUNCHERS we Se: NWA SO THE ORPHAN COT 
DIED TO HIS ty Teh mt gy HIS NAME, AND 
Ri h ‘andl S sa] MORE MEN DIED 

oan es BEFORE THE DEADLY 
115 THAT SON Le is SHOOTING OF HIS 

& DANGED ORPHAN , is | 50 SHARPS RIFLE. 

AGAIN / SE A REIGN OF TERROR. 
. Teer pape = BEGAN ON THE 

GRIDIRON CIRCLE 
LANDS. 
HARDENED COWMEN 
WERE MADE FOOLS 

a PP) 

Se Whit LD Rey 
LSet 

HE WAS NEVER SHORT OF AMMUNITION, FOR ALL MEN WHO 
DIED WERE LEFT WITHOUT THEIR CARTRIOGE BELTS~~AND === 

FIVE HUNDRED ROUNDS IN MY SADDLE-BAGS, 
A COUPLE OF SPARE COLTS AND ONE OF 

\ THE LATEST REPEATING WINCHESTERS ~- 
AND 1'VE BUSTED UP ALL THE 

GUNS LEFT INSIDE’ 



The caren 

WEVE 60T 70 
GET THAT ORPHAN! 

“THERE'LL BE NO PEACE 
ON THE RANGE TILL 

WE HAVE / 

VY” GUESS THEY’ 
BETTER LEARN ITS 

PLUMB FOOLISH TO 

TAKE UP ANOTHER. 
MAN'S QUARREL / 



10 The Orphan 

11/5 THE ORPHAN 7 
HE'S THE ONLY GALOOT 
“THAT GAN SHOOT 

LIKE THAT,’ 

- AND AS THE LEGENDS SPREAD, THE ORPHAN REMAINED A LONE 
“THAT WAS THE STORY — | WwioyP HIS QUICK BRAIN DEFEATING ALL ATTEMPTS 70 CATCH HIM, 
OF THE MAKING OF AN ew OUTLAW. FOR TEN YEARS : ee pad HIS LIPS~~ EVEN WHILE HIS’ GUN 

THE ORPHAN WANDERED 
ALL OVER. THE RANGE 
LIKE A HUNTED GREY 
WOLF~~FIGHTING FOR. 
HIS LIFE AT EVERY 
TURN. EVERY MANS 
HAND WAS AGAINST = 
HIM. HESHOTTO 8 
SAVE HIS OWM LIFE 
AND THE TALES OF 
HIS EXPLOITS 
REACHED EVEN 
THE NEWSPAPERS 
OF THE EAST. 
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BUT THE DAY THAT SHERIFF JIM SHIELDS 1 ONLY KNOW WHAT I’VE HEARD ABOUT 
CAME 70 THE DISTRICT AND TOOK OVER: HIM, WHICH 16 ALL BAD. BUT HES ONLY A 
THE LAW BADGE, MARKED A CHANGE /N YOUNGSTER , AND 1’VE GOT FORTY YEARS, 
THE ORPHANS LIFE ~~ NEARLY ALL OF EXPERIENCE , BEHIND ME. 

1 DON'T EXPECT MUCH TROUBLE SURE YOU GOT TO GET THE ORPHAN. SHERIFF. GETTING HIM. 
HES GOT A PLUMB DISTRESSIN’ WAY OF 
USING ONE COW TO A MEAL, AND WE GOT 
TO HAVE SOME CATTLE LEFT IN 
TEXAS. BUT HES GOT A NASTY 
WAY O’HANDLIN’ HIS GUN -- 
A HAIR TRIGGER AN’ A 
NERVOUS FINGER ’ 

THE TRAIL TWISTED AND TURNED, PAST DENSE PATCHES OF 
SHERIFF SHIELDS. CHAPARRAL THORN, PAST THICKETS OF HONEY MESQUITE AND 
SOON DISCOVERED GARDENS OF CACTUS, ANY OF WHICH MIGHT HIDE THE 
fee ae OUTLAW AND HIS EVER-READY GUN ~~~ 

HUNTING ALONG THE THINGS ARE EDOY ENOUGH 
ORPHANS TRAIL FAR IN THIS TERRITORY WITHOUT THE 
SOUTH IN TEXAS, ORPHAN. THEY SAY THE APACHES _J--~ », 
THE OUTLAW WOULD ARE OUT RAIDING, AND ! DONT Fees? . 
BE UP NORTH WANT 70 BE JUMPED BY 
HARRYING THE A WAR PARTY. 
SHEEPMEN, AND | 3 
LIVING ON MUTTON 4 
AND LAMB INSTEAD 

| OF BEEF. Nach 
UNTIL ONE Day, = *#* 
THE SHERIFF 1 
AT LAST PICKED 
UP A TRAIL 
WHICH WAS . 
NOT TOO \ 
COLD ~~ A\\ 
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BUT DOWN WHERE THE CIMARRON TRAIL RAN WEST ANO EAST, AND WAS CROSSED BY THE 
APACHE TRAIL WHICH CAME UP FROM THE SOUTH, THE ORPHAN RODE WITH EYES ALERT. 
HE KNEW THAT THE SHERIFF WAS ON HIS TRAIL, AND HAD ALSO SEEN 
AN APACHE PLACE AN OBJECT ON A HUGE BOULDER 8Y THE TRAIL ~~ THATS AN 

APACHE SCOUT. 
7 GUESS THE 
WAR PARTIES AREN'T 

FAR AWAY ,/ 

“THAT RED ON THE HEADS 
APACHE WAR ARROW=- : BLOOD, AND THAT YELLOW 

LEFT AS A SIGN / HAIR MEANS GOOD SCALPING. 
z THE THONG OF LEATHER SPELLS 

PLUNDER, AND IT WAS POINTING 
EAST, THAT BUCK'S SHOWING 
HIS FRIENDS WHICH WAY TO 
RIDE. HECK, THE SHERIFF 
AND | WOULD HAVE TO 
FIGHT (T OUT PLUMB 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF AN APACHE 
PLAYGROUND ’ 
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STUOYING THE ARROW, THE ORPHAN 
SMILED GRIMLY AS AN IDEA CAME 
70 HIM. 500N HE RODE AWAY 
FROM THE ROCK, ANO HE LEFT 
THE ARROW, NOW CLEANED UP, 
POINTING NORTH ~~~ THE 
DIRECTION FROM WHICH HE 
EXPECTED THE SHERIFF 
70 COME ~~ 

RECKON THAT'LL SAVE THE 
VALLEYS TO THE EAST FROM 

MORE APACHE DEVILMENT~~ BUT 
THE SHERIFF WON'T THANK ME. 
FOR SENDING THE WAR PARTY 

HIS WAY. 

FROM COVER THE ORPHAN WATCHED AS A BIG APACHE 
WAR PARTY CAME THUNDERING ALONG THE TRAIL 77 
AND SWEPT PAST THE ARROW SIGN ~~~ 4 A af 

“es = rere aa \ 

TWENTY- SEVEN ~~ ~ 
HUH, RECKON 1 WON'T 

OET GAY WITH 
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MOTIONLESS UNDER THE BURNING SUN, THE ORPHAN 
WAITED. AND MEANWHILE SHERIFF SHIELDS RODE HECK, 
SLAP INTO TROUBLE ~~~ ‘THEY'VE SEEN ME ! 

‘ 1 CAN'T FIGHT 
THAT WAR 

PARTY. 

FHE MAIN PARTY RACED ON, INTENT ON PLUNDER, 
~~~ BUT 51X BRAVES WHEELED AWAY AND CAME 

WHOOPING AFTER, THE SHERIFF ~~~ 

VLL CUT ACROSS “THE 
APACHE TRAIL AND GO TO 

Be| GROUND IN THE CHAPARRAL. 
(T'S THE ORPHAN 1 WANT 

RIGHT NOW, 



BUT AS HE GALLOPED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE 
THICKETS WHERE THE ORPHAM LAY HIDDEN, 
THE SHERIFF COULD NOT SHAKE OFF HIS 
YELLING PURSUERS ~~~ 

RANGE te 16 TOO 
GREAT-FOR A SiX-GUN 
=> BUT IT MIGHT 
DISCOURAGE “EM 

NEXT MOMENT HE ROUNDED A BEND IN THE TRAIL . 
AND A SHARP VOICE HALTED HIM ~~~ 

A TRUCE, SHERIFF.” 
GET UNDER COVER.” 
THOSE APACHES COME 

aa, 
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STARTLED, THE SHERIFF FOLLOWED THE ORPHAN 
INTO THE SHELTER OF THE THICKET. 

1'VE GOT A SPOT WHERE THAT 
BOULDER'S COVERED, AND THEY'LL HALT 
THERE , SEEING THEY'LL DISCOVER YOU 

AREN'T FURTHER ALONG THE 
OPEN TRAIL. 

; xy 
MW 
NNN 

Soe ISS 

FROM THE ORPHANS VANTAGE POINT 
THEY WATCHED THE APACHES DISMOUNT 
AND CAST AROUND FOR SIGNS ON 
THE OPEN TRAIL ~~~ y 

YOu SHOOT FIRST AND I'LL FOLLOW You, 
SHERIFF, THEY'LL THINK YOU SHOT TWICE. 
NO SENSE LETTING ‘EM THINK THERES 
TWO OF US ~- YET,” 



THE SHERIFF'S RIFLE CRACKED AND WHILE ONE 
APACHE 5PUN ROUND AND FELL, ANOTHER BULLET 
WHINED TOWARDS THE Oi 

THE SHERIFF'S SECOND SHOT HIT A THIRD | ‘A FOURTH REDSKIN SHOWED HIMSELF FOR Fi tee ibs vee A SPLIT SECOND AND AGAIN THE EAGLE-EYED lh ali iti OUTLAWS RIFLE CRAQKED ~ = ~ 
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TERRIFIED BY THE DEADLINES OF THE RIFLE FIRE, 
ON THEIR PONIES AND RACED FOR FHEIR LIVES. 
FOLLOWED THEM ~~~ . 

THE REMAINING APACHES LEAPED 
BUT LEADEN MESSENGERS 

( GHERIFF, YOU VAMOOSE. CLEAR OUT WHILE 
YOU HAVE A CHANCE. RIDE WEST, THEN NORTH. 

THAT BUCK WHO GOT AWAY’LL 
BRING ALL HIS FRIENDS 
AND RELATIVES BACK. 
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ITS TOO DARNED BAD YOURE 
BAD, ORPHAN. YOU'D MAKE A 
BLAMED GOOD COWPUNCHER ,/ 

‘you'RE A 
SQUARE MAN, 
SHERIFF ~~ 
50 LONG / Rear 

AND THE SHERIFF RODE AWAY ALONE, 
BACK TO FORDS STATION, WHILE 
THE ORPHAN STOOD FOR A LONG 
WHILE WATCHING THE FIRST MAN 
WHO HAD GIVEN HIM A CHANCE To 
BE PARDNERS. THAT NIONT IN HIS 
LONELY CAMP IN THE SHELTER OF 
THE HILLS THE OUTLAW THOUCAT 
FOR A LONG TIME OF THE LAWMAN 
WHO.HAD BEHAVED AS A FRIEND. 

YEAH, HES A STRAIGHT-SHOOTER,, 
THAT SHERIFF. “TOO BAD IF 

NEXT TIME WE MEET 
1 HAVE ‘10 SHOOT 
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Chapter 5. SAVED FROM THE APACHES 
BUT FATE ~-AND THE APACHES ~~ AGAIN TOOK A 
HAND IM THE LIFE OF THE ORPHAN» TWO DAYS 
LATER, BILL HOWLAND, VETERAN DRIVER, OF 
THE STAGEGOACH FROM SAGETOWN, LEFT THE 1c 
RAILHEAD ON THE E/GHTY-MILE DRIVE TO i! 

| FORDS STATION . = mm 

GET GOIN’, ‘ 
AN’ KEEP GOIN’ £ a 

THE APACHES ARE OUT AN’ 
{ AIN'T PLANNIN! ‘TO STOP 
AN’ PICK, NO PRAIRIE 
FLOWERS, 1'VE GOT A 

OX“ WALLYBLE GARGO” 
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THERE WERE THREE PASSENGERS IM THE COACH ~~ MISS GRACE RITCHIE AND . 
HELEN AND MARY SHIELDS , ON THE WAY 70 STAY WITH. THEIR BROTHER, 
AT FORD'S STATION ~~ 

190 DECLARE, 

ORGAN CLUMP OF 
CACTI WHICH HE 
USED AS HIS HALF-WAY 
MARK OW THE TRAIL, ; 
CAYCE BEHIND AND 4 “AW é if 
HIS WEATHER-BEATEN "Ff ON 
FACE PALED. 
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A MILE BEHIND, THE APACHES RACED GRIMLY ON THEIR FLEET 
ee BENT ON OVERTAKING THE SPEEDING COACH » 

DESPERATELY BILL HOWLAND TRIED TO URGE 
MORE FROM HIS LATHERED TEAM ~~ 
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LURCHING AND JOLTING, THROWNE 
175 TERRIFIED PASSENGERS FROM 
SIDE TO SIDE, THE COACH RACED ON. 
REMORDSELESSLY THE APACHES 
OVERHAULED IT, AND BEGAN TO 
SPREAD OUT IM "ie Beene 
CRESCENT FORMATI 
WOULD BRING Aa ara ase 
SIDES TO ENCIRCLE THE 
WHEN THEY OVERTOOK, (7 ~~ 

BILL HOWLANDS ONE THOUGHT WAS FOR 
HIS PASSENGERS. ALL DEPENDED ON 
HIS TEAM. WOULD THEY KEEP UP THIS 
KILLING PACE FOR THE REST OF THE WAY7| | AND HELEN HAD FAINTED AFTER. 
ALREADY FLAT REPORTS SOUNDED BEHIND _STRIRING HER HEAD ~~ 
HIM~~ ALREADY BULLETS WERE DROPS — ~ 
IN THE DUST OF HIS MAD PROG 

INSIDE THE COACH THE THREE WOMEN 
HUDDLED IW A MASS ON THE FLOOR, 
WHERE THEY HAD BEEN THROWN ~~ 
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AS YET THEY WERE UNAWARE OF THE DREAD PURSUERS ~~~ 
BUT SOMEONE ELSE HAD SEEN THE PLIGHT OF THE COACH . 
THE ORPHAN CAME RIDING OVER THE RIDGE NEAR THE TRAIL ~= 

WHO'S DOING 
THE SHOOTING 7 

THE APACHES, INTENT ON THEIR. QUARRY, DID 
NOT SEE THE ORPHAN AS HE GALLOPED DOWN 
THE SLOPE. HIS RIFLE SPOKE ~~ 

Y 
J) 



THE APACHES P10 NOT: 
HEAR THE SHOT AND IN - 
THEIR EXCITEMENT DID 
NOT SEE THEIR FELLOW 
FALL-~BUT BILL HOWLAND 
LOOKED BACK, AS MORE 
BULLETS RIPPED ALONG 

_ THE ROOF OF THE 
COACH~~AND HE, 

COME ON, PURN You” 
COME ON YOU WOLVES / 

YOU CHEAP BLIND VULTURES.’ 
SHOOT WHILE YOU CAN FOR You'LL 
“SOON BE SO FULL 0 LEAD YOU'LL A 

STOP FOREVER, / 
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IN ON THE RED RAIDERS. _ ANOTHER. 
APACHE PLUNGED 70 THE DUST~~ 

a ee ae 
ae PREGENCE ~~ 

WE ARE 
ATTACKED ./ 
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GOT You, 
YOU RED DEVIL! 
“THAT LEAVES 
ONLY ONE OF 

THE LAST APACHE , AFTER EMPTYING HIS RIFLE TOWARDS THE ORPHAN, 
RACED AWAY, BUT ONE OF HIS BULLETS FOUND 17S MARK. ~~AND THE 
ORPHAN CRASHED TO THE GROUND ~~ 
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ONLY A CREASE ~~ 
LITTLE HEAD WOUND. 
YELL BE ALL - 

~ RIGHT / 

WHILE THE WOMEN BESIEGED HIM WITH TEARFUL QUESTIONS 
BILL HOWLAND FETCHED HIS CANTEEN AND POURED WATER. 
OVER THE ORPHANS HEAD AND FACE + 

HE'S O.K., LADIES; ‘I HE SAVED OUR LIVES. 
ONLY A SLIGHT — ff HOW CAN WE EVER. 
HEAD WOUND / THANK HIM 7 
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MUTTERING, THE ORPHAN OPENED HIS: EVES AND PULLED HIMSELF T0 7) /Aup THEM 
HIS FEET, AND HIS HAND HALF-DREW HIS SIK-GUN AS HE GLARED AS HIS HEAD 
AROUND, LOOKING FOR FURTHER. ENEMIES ~~~ 

HOW CAN WE 
THANK YOU FOR 
WHAT YOU HAVE 

DONE / 

1 ID DIZZY, 
TOOK CHARGE 
SEEING THE 
BLOOD POURING 
FROM HIS WOUND, 

) SHE ORDERED 
BILL TO UNHOOK, 
THE KEG OF 

fan WATER THAT WAS 
WN} SLUNG ON THE 

WT) en) YBN BEAR AXLE OF 

Mi lag I 
re Veen “Al B4MDAGED Toe 

ORPHANS HEAD ~ 

HELEN UNFASTENED THE GOLD PIN THAT 
SHE WORE AT HER THROAT AND PINNED 
THE BANDAGE INTO PLACE ~~ 

YOU MAKE ME THINK 1’M REALLY 
HURT, MA’AM. NOW IF 1T WAS A 

REAL WOUND, THIS’D BE ALL 
RIGHT. BUT ALL 

INDEED, THIS Fuss ABOUT 
YOU SHOULD BE A SCRATCH / THERE.” 
THANKFUL IT'S YOu LOOK REAL 

WELL IN A NO WORSE ,’ 
BANDAGE’ 

‘YOU LOOK 
FINE AND DANDY, 
ORPHAN / 
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WITH SOOKED EXCLAMATIONS,, MISS RITCHIE AND MARY SHIELDS 
RECOILED AT THE SOUND OF THE DREADED NAME . 

50 THIS 15 THE ORPHAN, 
THE DREADED OUTLAW WHOSE )z 

L(( OUTRAGES FILL THE PAPERS 
AND MAGAZINES BACK IN Ml 
THE EAST! HE DOESN'T 1S 

\ SEEM SOBADAS CNM 
bm THEY SAY.’ {JS 

COME, GRACE / 
COME, HELEN.’ 

WE HAVE WASTED 
ENOUGH TIME 

ALREADY ,/ 



BUT BEFORE SHE TURNED TO GO 70 THE 
COACH, HELEN SHIELOS HELD OUT HER. 
HAND AND SPOKE SIMPLY ~~ 

FORGIVE HER / SHE DOESN'T MEAN 
TO BE RUDE. THIS AFTERNOON HAS 
BEEN TOO MUCH FOR HER. 1, AT 
LEAST, WILL TELL MY BROTHER, 
ABOUT “i eee 

THANK YOU. |: 
YOU ARE KIND--AND 
FAIR = But You You ARE 

AS THE ORPHAN GALLOPED AWAY WITH A FINAL WAVE, BILL HOWLAN, 
OF HOOFS AND THE JINGLE OF HARNESS AND FIVE COWPUNCHERS. 

AS HELEN GLAD APE INT me. 
COACH, 
HORSE AND Sip His SOMBRERO WHERE 
oe ee ODE Aertel 
Gilt OA tA 

READY TOON INE Hi i un I 

HEARO THE THUD 
E OVER THE RISE. 

THEY WERE THE FIVE WORST MEN OF THE CROSS BAR-8 OUTFIT ~~~ 
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THEY REINED-IN BESIDE BILL BEFORE HE COULD START 
AND SPOKE SURLILY TO HiM ~~ 

AW, JUST A FRIEND O’ MINE , 
WHO WAS THAT Y CURLY. YOU SHOULD HA’ SEEN 
WHO JEST RODE / HIM WIPE UP THOSE FIVE 

AWAY 7 APACHES WHO ATTACKED 
US | 

YORE LYING ABILITY 1S REAL WAS THAT THE 
HIGH-FALUTIN’, HOWLAND. SUPPOSE ) DARNEO ORPHAN 7 
YUH TELL THE TRUTH BEFORE COME ON, NOW, 
WE. DRAG 1T OUT OF YUH. TALK STRAIGHT’ 

WHO 1S HE 7 
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ORPHAN 7 ae THE MAN CALLED CURLY 
ORPHAN NOTHING.’ , SPOKE SAVAGELY ~~ 

iV 

TP ieaeeeun “THE ORPHAN KILLED ONE OF 
LOOSE IN THIS COUNTRY, THE CROSS BAR-8 BOYS INA 

OUT HERE ALONG GUNFIGHT “THIS MORNING . 
MY ROUTE 7 WE'RE SENDING OUT LYNCHING 

‘ PARTIES ~~ SHERIFF OR NO 

“THE ORPHAN 
SEEMS TO HAVE, 
A WHOLE LOT OF 
FRIENDS IN THIS 

UNOBSERVED BY THE HORSEMEN , THE SHERIFF 
AND A DEPUTY RODE ALONGSIDE ~~ 

EVEN TH’ BRAVE SHERIFF LOSES 
HIS TRAIL! EVERYBODY 18 A-TALKIN’ 
ABOUT IT’ AND WE'LL HAVE A NEW 
SHERIFF BEFORE LONG. HE'S 

A FINE SHERIFF, 
HE IS,’ 
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THE SHERIFF WALKED HIS HORSE 
FORWARD CALMLY UNTIL HE WAS (VE BEEN 
CLOSE TO THE LYNCHING PARTY. “TALKING TO 6NEED, 

‘YOUR FOREMAN, AND 
HE MADE CERTAIN PROMISES. 

RECKON YOU'RE OUT AGAINST |} 
ORDERS. ('M THE LAW ROUND 
HERE , AND IF ANYONE'S 
GOING TO CATCH THE 
ORPHAN, / AM.’ 
“THERE'LL BE NO 

NECKTIE PARTIES! - 

AND HE HEARD 
JOYFUL VOICES» 

JIM.’ WERE 50 
GLAD “TO SEE 

HELEN ~~ 
MARY ~=GRACE .” 

DANG ME, 1 DION'T 
EXPECT YOU FOR, 
SEVERAL DANG 

WITH THE STORY OF THE APACHE 
ATTACK TOLD, THE SHERIFF AND 
HIS DEPUTY ESCORTED THE CQACH 
ON THE REMAINDER OF (75 
UOURNEY 70 FORDE STATION. 



ae BUT UP IN THE HILLS NOT FAR AWAY, 
“THATS THE SECOND THE ORPHAN SMILED AS HE LOOKED 

DEBT 1 QWE THAT LONE DOWN FROM COVER, THROUGH A GAP 

WOLF. 1 SURE HOPE HE ; /N THE CHAPARRAL 
DON’T RUN INTO TROUBLE ) SURE SOME FIGHT 
WITH THOSE MAVERICKS: f GOIN' ON DOWN THERE ~~~ 
FROM THE CROSS BARS. ) 1 GUESS THOSE. CROSS BAR-S 

CONOTES HAVE COME TO THE 
END O! THE TRAIL 

THE ORPHAN HAD LED HIS PURSUERS STRAIGHT INTO THE 
ARMS OF A BIG APACHE WAR~PARTY ~ ~ 

AND THE ORPHAN WAVED IN FAREWELL AS HE RODE 
AWAY. THE TIMBER WOLF HAD WON AGAIN 
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Chapler 4. THE ORPAAW MANES AFRESH START 

BUT FROM THAT MOMENT THE ORPHAN BEGAN 
TO WAGE WAR ON THE CROSS BAR-8 RANCH. 
HE USED THE SHATTERING TACTICS THAT HAD 
WRECKED OTHER RANCHES WHICH HAD SENT 
THEIR MEN OUT AGAINST HIM . == —— = 



MEN DIED TO THE TUNE OF 
ROARING SIX-OUNS 

MEN BECAN TO LOSE SLEEP, WHILE THEY WAITED ON GUARD AND DOPGED THE BULLETS 
THAT SCREAMED OUT OF THE NIGHT. SNEED, THE FOREMAN, BEWAILED THE LOSS OF 
MEN AND OF DOZENS OF CATTLE. WITH Hit WERE TEX WILLIARD AND ee 
TWO OF HIS TOUGHEST MEN . (VE GOT A HUNCH . 

( HES WRECKIN’ THE WHOLE RANCH. ¥ { CAN CATCH HIM, SNEED ~~ 
WE GOT To GET THAT ORPHAN “THROUGH BILL HOWLAND 

sigh AND “THAT SHERIFF. 
LEAVE IT TO BUCKNELL 

AND ME. ,/ 
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HOWLAND’S ALWAYS SHOOTIN’ HIS 
MOUTH OFF ABOUT HOW THE ORPHAN 
SAVED “THE COACH. RECKON HE'S A 

PARD OF THE ORPHAN, SO 
WE'LL ROPE IN A COUPLE 

OF BOYS AND START 
ON HOWLAND 7 

WHATIS YORE 
HUNCH, TEX 7 

A FEW HOURS LATER, AS BILL HOWLAND SWUNG 
HIS COACH THROUGH A NARROW DEFILE~~ 

1 

ol 
t iy 



af WHAT IN 
mH THUNDER D0 \exqamtl i 

YOU WANT 7 rc YOU'RE GONNA DO 
dq SOME TALKING “*e 

ANGRILY, BILL HOWLAND CLIMBED DOWN, BUT AS THE EVIL-FAGED ~ 
COWPUNCHER, CONTINUED TO HURL CURSES AND INSULTS A7 HIM, 
HE SWUNG THE WHIP WHICH WAS STILL GOILED IN HIS HAND ~~ 

YOU'RE THE 
FOURTH 006 1 CUT 

TO-DAY # 



The Orphan 

NEXT MOMENT LARIATS DROPPED OVER THE DRIVERS 
SHOULDERS AND HE STRUGGLED VAINLY ~- 

{LL KILL YUH 
THAT -~ 

DUBN YUH! 

Ee fn 

WHEN BILL HOWLAND RECOVERED HIS. 
OENSES HE FOUND HIMSELF IN DEADLY 
DANGER. HIS ATTACKERS WERE IN 
GRIM EARNEST ~~ 

NOW ~~ 
MAYBE You'LL 

TALK / 

WHY DID YUH 
HELP THE ORPHAN 7 
{F YUH LIE ~~ 
YUH'LL SWING .° 

HE SAVED MY LIFE, 
AND I'LL HELP~- ANYBODY 
FOR THAT. AND BESIDES , 
ERE WAS WOMEN IN THE COACH .” 
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THERE WAS, HEY 7 NOW ANSWER WILLIARD SNARLED AN ORDER. THE 
THIS ONE ~~ AN’ NO LIE GOES ~~ NOOSE WAS PUT ROUND HOWLAND'S 
WHY DON'T ‘THE SHERIFF GET BUSY NECK. SUDDENLY A CRY RANG OUT FROM 
AND CAMP ON HIS TRAIL 7 WHAT THE MAN WHO WAS GUARDING THE TRAIL. 
INTEREST HAS TH’ SHERIFF HANDS UP.’ DON'T MOVE.” 

AN’ THE ORPHAN 
EACH OTHER > {LL BLOW YORE HEAD OFF 

: AT THE FIRST MOVE / 

yf WELL , WELL , IF TEX WILLIARD 
YY “ { AIN’T HERE, TOO.’ WHATS YOUR 

PET PSALM, SONNY 7 1'LL SEE 
THAT ITS SUNG OVER 

YOUR GRAVE / 

/ \ RECKON 
WE NEED A 

) NEW SHERIFF ~~ 
AND DURN QUICK , 
TOO.’ RECKON 
LL TAKE YORE. 
GUNS FOR A 

WHILE. ,/ 
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A’ THEN SUDDENLY TEX WILLIARD AND 
HIS MEN JUMPED AS A VOICE SPOKE 
PLEASANTLY FROM ABOVE THEM ~~ 

AFTERNOON, 
GENTS’ MIND 
IF 1 JOIN THIS 

a2 

NO MAN GETS MY GUN- BUTTS 
FIRST WITHOUT GETTING 
MUSSED UP INSIDE. PUT UP 
THAT GUN AND 6COOT 
BEFORE 1 BLOW YOUR, 
DURNED HEAD OFF /” 

SHOUTING WITH LAUGHTER, THE 
SHERIFF WHIPPED OUT HIS GUNS . 
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TEX WILLIARD TREMBLED IM! TERROR. ANP THEN BILL HOWLAND, RELEASED 
MORE THAN ANY OTHER MAN HE SECRETLY FROM THE NOOSE, WENT WILD ~~ 
FEARED THE ORPHAN ~~AND HE DARED - 
NOT TRY TO SHOOT 17 OUT WITH HIM~~ 

“TAKE, THAT, YOU 
MANGY COYOTE~~ 
YOU LOP-EARED 

HELL OET ME. 
1 CAN'T SHOOT.’ 
HES OUT 70 

THREE MEN WENT DOWN BEFORE HIS FRENZIED 
BLOWS AS THE ORPHAN AND THE SHERIFF 
WATCHED ~~AND THEN TEX WILLIARD 
TOOK THE BRUNT OF HIS FURY ~~ 

DON'T BLAME You, 
BILL, AFTER WHAT THEY 
DID TO You. GUESS 
1 WON'T BE NEEDING 
MY GUNS JUST 

Now,’ 

LYNCH ME, 
WOULD You 7 
HIT ME. WHEN 
1 WAS TIED, 
EH? 





WILLIARD'S DURN 
NEAR DEAD FROM 
FRIGHT. 1 NEVER 

AS THEY RODE AWAY BEHIND THE 
LURBCHING COACH THE SHERIFF SPOKE ON 
AN IMPULSE , AND AGAIN HIS WORDS 
CHANGED THE ORPHANS LIFE ~~ 

/, { KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN. YOU 
WON'T HAVE TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY~- 
AND | GUESS HELEN WOULDN'T WANT 
YOU TO.’ BLAKE OF THE STAR C 16 
NS SQUARE MAN AND A GOOD 

FRIEND OF MINE. 1’LL GIVE YOU 
A NOTE TO HIM. 

RIGHT, 
SHERIFF / 

HE SHORE LOST 
HIS NERVE ALL 

RIGHT. 1 WONDER 
WHY 7 

The Orphan 
SON, WHY DON'T YOU GET 
A JOB PUNCHING Cows 
OR SOMETHING AND 
QUIT YOUR DURNED 
FOOLISHNESS 7 

50 WHILE SHERIFF SHIELOS RODE TO THE “\ 
CROES BAR-8 , TO TELL SNEED THAT HE WAS 
NOW SHORT OF FOUR MORE MEN, THE ORPHAN 
RODE ACROSS COUNTRY 70 THE BIG STAR-C 
RANCH, WHERE HE WAS WELCOMED BY 
BLAKE, THE FOREMAN ~~ 

SHAKE, ORPHAN. IF JIM SHIELDS SAYS 
YOU'RE 0.K., THATS ENOUGH FOR ME.’ 
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(  Caagpler 5. THE MAN HUNT 

THE OATTLE ON THE STAR C' NUMBERED THOUSANDS AND 
115 HORSES WERE THE BEST FOR MILES AROUND. INA 
PART OF THE COUNTRY LITTLE TRAVERSED AND CROSSED 
BY NO TRAILS, (7 WAS REMOVED FROM THE ZONE OF THE 
ORPHAN'S ACTIVITIES. THE RANCH-HANDS;, A HAPPY AND 

_ FRIENDLY BAND, KNEW HIM BY REPUTATION BUT ASKED 
NO QUESTIONS. THEY ACCEPTED HIM AND RESPECTED ||! 
HIM FOR KIS SKILL WITH HORSE AND GUN. 
THE ORPHAN WAS HAPPY ~~ 

GET ACQUAINTED WITH YouR Iii 
OUTFIT, ORPHAN...DON'T HURT HUMBLE’S \IIeIH 106, AND HE'LL BE PLUMB NICETO YoU. AIT 

AND If SILENT. THERE WANTS TO KNOW ji" 
h IF YOU LIKE HIB SINGING AND BANJO 

. PLAYING LIE, AND SAY 
; 175 FINE. / 

— 



MAYBE I1LL OETA CHANCE 70 
THE DAYS ecind MAKE GOOD. MAYBE EVEN 
AND THE ORPHs HELEN SHIELDS REMEMBERS 
FELL INTO HIS ME~~ AND WILL ACCEPT 

ME ONE DAY. NEW LIFE ~~ 
1T WAS STRANGE 
TO MEET A MAN 
AND TALK WITHOUT 
HAVING TO DRAW 
A GUN ~~ STRANGE 
TO SLEEP IN THE 
BUNKHOUSE 
WITHOUT EYE 
AND EAR COCKED 
FOR DANGER « 
OUT ON THE RANGE, 
HE TOOK OUT THE 
GOLD PIN WHICH 
HELEN SHIELDS 
HAD GIVEN H/M ~~ 
AND DREAMED. 

AND ONE SUNDAY, WHEN THE WHOLE OUTFIT RODE INTO rons STA1rON 
FOR DINNER AT THE INVITATION OF MRS ee, , THE tidal FOUND | 
THAT HELEN REMEMBERED. aoa - 

HELEN “TAKES SUCH AN INTEREST 
1N HIM, BEING YOUNG AND SYMPATHETIC 
AND ROMANTIC. SHE'S PLEASED I'VE 
GIVEN HIM A START IN A RIGHT 
DIRECTION. SHE'S A BLAMED jg 
a GIRL, TOM. 
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YOU CAN KEEP THE PIN, ORPHAN, IF YOU PROMISE ME 
NEVER T@ SHOOT A.MAN AGAIN, UNLESS IT’S ABSOLUTELY 

~ NECESSARY “TO SAVE 
{. PROMISE. NEVER TO SHOOT A MAN, \ Your LIFE, OR 
WOMAN, CHILD, OR ~~OR ANYBODY, | THAT OFA 
a MISS HELEN / FRIEND’ 

AND AT DINNER, THE ORPHAN WAS /M ASKING YOU FOLKS TO DRINK.A 
MOVED BY A FINE TRIBUTE, ~~ “TOAST TO THE MAN WHO SAVED MY 

SISTERS AND MISS RITCHIE, AND 
MADE “THIS DINNER. POSSIBLE. 
LONG LIFE AND HAPPINESS 
TO THE ORPHAN ! 



AFTER “THE DINNER 
AT THE SHERIFFS: 
HOUSE, LIFE MEANT 
MUCH TO THE ORPHAN, 
FOR THE DINNER, 
HAD DONE ITS WORK, 
AND DONE IT WELL. 
AND HELEN ~~ 
HE BELIEVED~~ 
WOULD NOT REFUSE 
HIM WHEN THE TIME 
CAME 70 DECIDE, . 
HIS SMILE BECAME 
MORE OPEN AND 
EASY AND MIS 
FACE LOST THE 
BITTERNESS OF = 
TEM YEARS’ _ 
LONELINESS. 

You'Re A MIGHTY 
FINE FRIEND TO 
ME, SHERIFF. 
WHAT A 

CHANCE / 

JIM THINKS You're ¥ 
THE MAN FOR THE 

JOB, ORPHAN. HES 
TALKED OF NOTHING ELSE 
TO ME FOR DAYS / 

The Orphan 49 

THEN ONE DAY THE SHERIFF SPRANG A SURPRISE 
WHEN HE RODE OUT TO THE STAR-C . 

{/M GOING BACK INTO 
“THE RANCHING BUSINESS, 
ORPHAN. {/VE BOUGHT THE 
A-Y OUTFIT FROM CRAWFORD, 
AND 1 WANT YOU AS FOREMAN 

WHILE | RE-STOCK IT’ 

CRAWFORD OF THE A~¥ WAS GOING 
BACK EAST, BUT HE LEFT A FINE 
OUTFIT BEHIND. 

“THERE. YOU ARE, ORPHAN. 
SWEET GRASS, AND PLENTY OF 
WATER FROM THOSE WIND-PUMPS ~- 
AND A GOOD HOUSE IF YOU EVER WANT 

“TO SETTLE DOWN IN A HOME. YOU'LL 
DO ALL THE WORK AND I'LL SIT 
BACK AND TAKE THE 

PROFITS 

SUITS ME, 
SHERIFF ” 
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ALL THE DISTRICT WATCHED TO SEE WHAT SORT OF A JOB THE ORPHAN WOULD 
MAKE OF THE RANCH~~ AND AS' A MONTH PASSED MANY PEOPLE IN FORDS 
STATION WERE JUBILANT. : 

(s90/ THE SHERIFF WAS NW 
RIGHT IN GIVING THAT | THE CRO6S BAR-8 HAS 
YOUNG FELLER A CHANCE. RIDDEN OVER THERE TWICE 

AND COME AWAY 
FRIENDLY J’ 

HE'S SHORE. 
CHANGED / 

BUT NEXT NIGKT TROUBLE BROKE OUT AGAIN 
AT THE CRO6S BAR-8.. THE OLD TROUBLE 
OF SHOTS RIPPING IN FROM THE DARKNESS 
TO SMASH AND HARRY ~~ 

HECK. 
1T CAN'T BE 
THE ORPHAN / 

BUT ONE DAY THE SHERIFF LEFT 
FOR, CHICAGO TO ARRANGE FOR. 
FUTURE CATTLE SHIPMENTS ~~ 

LL BE AWAY A WEEK 
OR S0,ORPHAN. KEEP 
THINGS MOVING WHILE 

VE GONE 

SURE, SHERIFF. 
WE'RE BUSY 
REPAIRING 
FENCES / 
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SNEED AND MIS PUNCHERS SEARCHED FAR AND WIDE BUT FOUND 
NO TRACE OF THE MARKSMAN WHO HAD SPATTERED THE 
RANCH AND BUNKHOUSE WITH BULLETS ~~ 

{LL WAGER {T'S THE 1 DON’T BELIEVE IT! 
ORPHAN BUSTING OUT BUT TO-MORROW 
AGAIN. MAN CAN’T VM GONNA FIND 
CHANGE HIS SPOTS F 

EXT DAY THE CROSS BAR-8 FOREMAN RODE | FOR A MOMENT THE ORPHAN STARED AT 
VER TO THE A~Y RANCH. HE WAS WARY ONEED ~~ THEN HE REALISED THAT THE 

AND READY FOR TROUBLE AND HIS HAND MAN HAD SOME RIGHT TO QUESTION HIM 
WAS READY TO DROP TO HIS GUM AS THE AFTER THEIR. PAST FEUD ~~ 
ORPHANS EYES FLASHED WHILE HE 
TOLD HIS STORY ~~ 

NO,SNEED, 
1 DON'T KNOW, 
BUT IN TWO 

GUESSES | CAN 
NAME THE MAN 
BUCKNELL ~- OR 
“TEX WILLIARD / 

{ MAY BE A DURNED 
FOOL FOR DOING IT. 
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KNELL WAS WITH HIS EYES OLINTING WITH THE OLD 

Meat “THE BUNKHOUSE.. LIGHT, THE ORPHAN STRODE AWAY 
1T WASN'T HIM / / TO THE RANCH-HOUSE . 

GO BACK, AND ‘TELL YOUR. 
MEN ABOUT THIS, GNEED, 
AND TELL ‘THEM NOT TO 
RIDE OVER MY RANGE 
FOR A FEW DAYS ~~ OR, 
THEY MIGHT GET HURT 

BEFORE THEY'RE 

“THEN IT WAS 
“TEX WILLIARD.’ ITS 

PLAIN AS'DAY. HE'S 
SORE AT ME, BUT LACKS 

NERVE. HE WANTS ‘TO 

THE ORPHAN TOLD HIS HANDS AND PUT THEM ON GUARD AND LATER, AS HE RODE 
AWAY 70 START HIS HUNT, ONE OF THEM CAME RIDING IN EXCITEDLY ~~ 

HEY, ORPHAN, SOMEONES 
SHORE ENOUGH PLUGGED 
SOME OF OUR COWS 
NEAR THE CREEK.” 
1 LOST HIS TRAIL AT 
“THE COTTONWOODS 



THE ORPHAN RODE ON GRIMLY. IN HIS EVES THE TS CSO 
OLD CRUEL LIGHT HAD RETURNED. BUTNOW HE > 
WAS NOT THE HUNTED ~~ BUT THE HUNTER « LY 

dete 
NOT DEAD FOR LONG ~~ 
AND HE'6 LEFT A PLAIN 
TRAIL TO THE 

THE TRAIL WAS LOST IN THE WATER OF THE CREEK, BUT, SCOUTING ON THE FAR BANK, 
THE ORPHAN PICKED 1T UP AGAIN SOME WAY AWAY. HE RODE INTO A MAZE OF RAVINES 
CHOKED WITH UNDERBRUSH. AFTER AN HOUR'S RIDE HE DISMOUNTED. 

OA ta f GUESS 1’LL LEAVE YOU HERE, 
td y HOSS. THIS 1S A QUIET JOB, 

AND THERE MIGHT BE A 
GUN WAITING IN 
THAT BRUSH / 



LEAVING HIS HORSE HOBBLED, THE 
ORPHAN FOLLOWED THE FRESH TRAIL 
ON FOOT, ALL SENSES ALERT. 

“THE ORPHAN THREW UP HIS ARMS, 
AND PITCHED FORWARD DOWN 
A SLOPE ~~ 

LEZ 
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DOWN THE SHORT SLOPE | \% BUT AT THE BOTTOM HE SWIFTLY DRAGOED 
ROLLED THE x ee Vw HIMSELF anne THE 816 LOO ~~ 

Mg} >) wr <, oa 3 : 
INES Mf / 2 ty N Ls x : 
A tft . 9 fy 

a! 

We ieee 

SWIFTLY HE TUGGED OFF HIS BOOTS AND THRUST THEM PARTLY 
INTO THE BRUSH~~AND THEN CRAWLED AWAY INTO THE 
SHELTER , TAKING CARE TO SEE THAT HE WAS 4 
SCREENED FROM THE HIDDEN oe 
BY THE BUSHES ~~ HE’LL SHOOT 

AGAIN WHEN HE 
CAN GET INTO A 
POSITION TO 
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THE ORPHAN WRIGOLED INTO TRE 
BRUSH AND WAITED ~~ GUM READY. 

S500N ~~FROM ANOTHER DIRECTION ~~ 
ANOTHER SHOT KANO OUT ~~ 

ANOTHER SHOT FOLLOWED ~~ AND ANOTHER ~~ 
AND THEN SILENCE. TENSELY THE ORPHAN 
WAITED, FOR HALF-AN-HOUR,. THEM, SUDDENLY 
HE HEARD.RUSTLING IN THE BUSHES ~ ~ 
BEHINE-HIM of / 

J wx 
HECK, , HES i ™ 

HARDLY DARING TO BREATHE, HE LISTENED 
70 THE CRACKLING OF TWIGS AND THE. 
RUSTLING OF LEAVES, AND THEN ~~ 

mi aa 
\ cae } kf Yj Ae 

COMING ROUND 
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AS THE BUSHWHACKER, STEPPED WARILY INTO THE OPEN, HIS GAZE 
FIXED OW THE MOTIONLESS BOOTS, A = SPOKE au 

DON'T MOVE, 
“WILLIARD / 

THE PROWLER, FROZE~~ THEN TURNED SLOWLY TO ZE 
LOOK SQUARELY INTO THE GUN OF THE MAN, 
HE THOUGHT HE HAD KILLED. : 

“THE 
ORPHAN / 

STAND JUST 
AS YOU ARE ~~ 
DON’T MOVE ~~ 

1 WANT TO TALK TO 
You.’ WHY ARE ia 
YOU SOSETON &€ 

KILLING ME 7 
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TEX WILLIARD, FEAR CONTORTING HIS FACE , REMAINED SILENT. “THE ORPHAN 
REGARDED HIM CLOSELY, THEN SUDDENLY INTO HIS MIND CAME A PICTURE OF 
TEX WILLIARD AFTER THE ATTACK ON BILL HOWLAND, STANDING WITH A 
MANILLA ROPE HELD LOOSELY IN HIS HAND. ANOTHER PICTURE FLASHED INTO 
THE ORPHAN'S MIND~~ FROM HIS BOYHOOD ~~ OF THREE MEN RIDING BY NIGHT 
ON THE GRIDIRON RANGE ANP: A cae FACE SEEN IN THE MOONLIGHT. 

GOO an go 

DURN You / 1 KNOW You! 
NOW 1 KNOW WHY YOU'VE 
TRIED TO KILL ME.’ 
1 REMEMBER YOUR 

MANILLA ROPE, / 
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DW / You cur! You'Re THE MAN WHO 
y LYNCHED MY FATHER. YOU HAVE 

JUST FIVE MINUTES TO LIVE, 
SO MAKE THE. MOST OF IT, 

YOU COWARDLY 

WHITE-FACED, TEX WILLIARD GLARED AT THE 
MAN WHO STOOD WITH A WATCH IN HIS HAND THEY TOLD ME 
TICKING HIS LIFE AWAY ~~ BT run DO IT.’ 1 DIDN’T WANT 

TODOIT! [SWEAR 4 
1 OLDN’T WANT 1 

4 TO DOITS [| 
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MIS CRIES FOR MERCY GABBLED AWAY INTO A MEANINGLESS JUMBLE OF SOUNDS. 
HE STARED AT THE BLACK MUZZLE OF THE COLT, FROZEN BY TERROR , 
FASCINATED BY HORROR ANO DEADENED BY DESPAIR». ‘THEN ~~ 
SUDDENLY HIS OWN GUN LEAPED UP ~~ 

BUT TEX WILLIARD WAS A SECOND TOO SLOW, 
SLOWLY HE CRUMPLED, WHILE THE ORPHAN 
WATGHED HIM . 

HE FOUND THE Y 
COURAGE OF DESPAIR~~ ) 

T00 LATE! 
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“THEN SLOWLY THE 
ORPHAN HOLSTERED 
HIS GUN AND STOOD 
FOR A MOMENT LIMPLY 
WITH BOWED HEAD. ff 

WD uilo . Sons / W ee 
AWAY~~~ AND AS My : Y HELEN ~~ 

HE DID SO, HE FORGIVE ME / 
CRIED OUT IN SS - 

DESPAIR, ~~ na 5 

\ : | Ya Wy S y 3 
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THAT EVENING IN FORD'S STATION WHILE THE DUSK DEEPENED AND LIGHTS 
SPRANG UP IN THE TOWN, HELEN SHIELDS WAS LAYING THE TABLE FOR, 
DINNER. WHEN SHE HEARD THE RAPID TATTOO OF GALLOPING HOOFS ~ 

. = pif, 
Sf ony A cowsoy 
. WOULD RIDE LIKE THAT. 

| WONDER, ~~ 
1 WONDER ~~ 18 /T 
THE ORPHAN 7 

THE ORPHAN CAME INTO TOWM, RIDING FAST, RIDING UNSEEINGLY, HIS MIND 
DEAD, DESPAIR IN HIS HEART, FOR HE HAD BROKEN HIS PROMISE AND 
KILLED ANOTHER, MAN ~~ : 
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AND THEN THE ORPHAN FLUNG THE DOOR OPEN AND: 
FACING HELEN ~~ HIS FACE TERRIBLE TO SEE. 

HELEN ~~ 
HELEN ~~ 

1 HAVE BROKEN 
MY WORD / 

YOU DID NOT ~~ 
DID NOT SHOOT HIM NOT THAT,’ 
WITHOUT WARNING. / 1 GAVE HIMA 
1 KNOW You CHANCE FOR, 

DIDN'T ~~ HIS LIFE / 
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SLOWLY, GRIMLY, THE ORPHAN TOLD HELEN THE STORY OF TEX WILL/ARD. 
SHE MOVED TO A CHAIR, AND SAT DOWN AND HE KNELT BESIDE HER, « 

1SHOTHIM? . \ gee aa? =OON'T. DON’T! 1 AM SURE 
HE KILLED MY FATHER J YOU HAVE DONE NO WRONG ~~ 
HELEN, CAN YOU AND IF YOU HAVE ~~ / 
FORGIVE ME 7 ; DON'T YOU KNOW Ze 

! LOVE You 7 

AND THEN THE ORPHAN ROSE TO 
HIS FEET AND DREW HER TO HIM ~~ 

HELEN.’ YOU LOVE ME.’ | LOVE You. 
HOW LONG MUST 1 WAIT / 1 WILL BE YOUR 

UNTIL WE ARE WIFE WHENEVER 
MARRIED 7 YOU WANT ME ‘TO, 

MY DEAR / 

THEY HEARD NO SOUND IN’ 
THE HOUSE. THEY DID NOT 
KNOW THAT MRS SHIELDS 
AND MARY AND GRACE RITCHIE 
HAD COME IN AND SEEN THEM, 
AND TIPTOED OUT AGAIN ~~ 
“THE ORPHANS LONG QUEST 
WAS OVER AND HE HAD 
FOUND THE GREAT HAPPINESS . 
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