






THERE 19 A TERROR THAT LURKS 
QEEP IN MY SOUL. 2 CAN FEEL IT 
ITH EVERY BEAT OF MY HEART. 

2 RESTLESS FEAR THAT SOME 
ee DAY fy SOUL WiLL CEASE TO 

EXIST; ALONG WITH My BODY 
ANE MN, 

BUT ITS MORE 
A SUNPLE FEAR OF DEATH, 

NO, THE TERROR 1S. 3 4No AS T CHASED AFTER THIS 
ROOTED IN THE LOSS THING IN THE SWAMP, I REALIZED 
CONTROL OF MY THAT IERY TERROR HAD SEED 

MING, MY BODY, 
ANP MY BOUL. 

(7 WAS THE SUDDEN FEAR OF LWING--THE 
UNGETTLING IDEA THAT I MIGHT ACTUALLY 
CATCH LP To THis THING I HAD CHASED 

80 FAR INTO THE NIGHT. 



BS) HEAD ABAN THe WCE TD 
‘FURST HEARD BACK AT THE 
BASE. 

L HAD NEVER RIDDEN 
4 SUBWAY, ANO YET. 

RO OF THESE 

DAMIEN. WE'RE 
ALMOST THERE. 
FOLLOW ME. 

aN 
Ke NAW 

T'S ALL RIGHT, DAMIEN, 
WE ARE HERE, NOW. WE CAN 

STOP RUNNING. 



THE SUN PEEKED OVER THE HORIZON THE THING I'0 CHASED ALL NIGHT NOW STOOD BEFORE 
IN THE EAST TUST ABOUT THE TIME I ME, THE GRAVES ALL AROUND SEEMED COLDER: LONELIER 
THOUSHT 10 LOST TOUCH WITH ANY- THAN ANY OTHER GRAVES I'D SEEN BEFORE. 
THING RESEMBLING REALITY. 

ID NGIER WITNESSED A SUNRISE 
IN A CEMETERY BEFORE. IT FLLED ME 
WITH A KINO OF DEPRESSED OPTIMISM, 

7H | 
iit 





THE MEN HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED. 
70 RETURN KANE D THe BASE, WHERE 

THAT SNAMP 15 
LIKE A 

LABYRINTH 

magor 
LAWRENCE, DAMIEN 

iF HE é KANE If A VERY SICK 
RESISTS CAPTURE MAN, His METABOLIM 

THE TEAM LEADERS: IG UNDERGOING A 
May USE WHATEVER ! TRAUMATIC CHANGE 
MEANS NECESSARY ” \ ANY UNQUE STRESS: 
70 SUBDUE HIM. COULD CAUSE 
COLONEL GRAY'S IRREPARABLE 

ORDERS. 

ZL HAVE MY 
7 ORDERS, DOCTOR, 

AND UNTIL MQ KANE 
16 FOUND, T'M AFRAID. 
YOU'RE CONFINED 1D. 

ANY 
INTERFERENCE VS 
Wit Be DeaLT ay 
WITH HARSHLY 

THAT Is 
ALL 



THE WOICE WAS IN MY HEAD. 

WITH THE PAIR OF RANCID 
LIPS BEFORE ME. 

WAKE UP AMEN, 
Z HAVE MUCH TO TELL 
YOU, AND We Have 
LITTLE TIME 70 WASTE. 

AND Z WAN P yOu 
MY NAME KEEP FROM BECOWNG 

y YOU'RE ONE OF EL 
THOSE... THINGS. 
THE THINGS T 
IN THE TANKS BACK 

AT THE BASE. 



THERE WBS A SADNESS IN HIS EVES 
VERY BO OFTEN MADE ME Led oa Mea all ls Dish epg 5D HIN FORA pnt Tar 

CRASSUS, LIKE THE CRE RES I PLAYING WITH AN Obs 
SAW AT Te BASE, Wis CREATED DICE, ROLLING THEM AGAIN AND FORGET JU6T HOW UBLY HE WAS. 
BY A NAN NANED ARCANE. (AGAIN FOR NO APPARENT REASON, 

L FELT LIKE 
To Becone 

IN THE OTHERS 
RE CAPTURED, Census 

INEHOW ESCAPED. 

AND ANGER. A SOUL WHOSE WINDONS 
( HAD LONG SINCE BEEN BOARDED UP. 

S a gf 
Aw unavownace xen Tar WO) 
BONDS THOSE WHO'VE SUFFERED | NP 

AT THE HANDS OF OTHERS. L) 

t 

FAT I COULD TRUST IT. I Wis 
NBER TERY GOOD AT TRUSTING. 

Wee! err es EZ 

ae _ s 

Lis AND ALTHOUSH ZT TOOK COMFORT 
S IN THIS NEWFOUND TRUST. 

IT WAS IN THOSE EYES 
THAT I CAUGHT A 

Za GLIMPSE OF MY FUTURE, 
WY PAST. 



THEY CAME LOOKING FOR ME 
AROLINE NOON. THE SUN WAS 
HIGH AND HOT, AND THE 
SWAMP SMELLED AS THOUGH 
PART OF THE EARTH HAD DIED. 
AND WAS ROTTING IN THE HEAT. 

(OUR WAY TO THE SHIP YARDS IN 
NEW ORLEANS. I HAVE A SMALL 
BOAT THAT With BET US THERE. 

WHAT'S THIS 
ONE IT TASTES 
LIKE SHIT! 

IT SHOULD. 17'S, 
ALLIGATOR DUNG. 
CHOCK FULL OF 
VITAMINS, YOU 
KNOW. PURE 
HEALTH FOOD. 

THE VOLES OUTSIDE SOUNDED 
CONFUSED AND ANXIOUS TO 

LEAVE. 

THEY MAY WELL HAVE 
BEEN THE VACES OF 

YOU DON'T NEED TO 
KNOW THAT YET. 

TRUST ME HERE, 
a) BAT AS MUCH OF 

THIS AS YOU CAN. ( 
1 HIGH IN 
PROTEIN. 

MOSTLY LICHEN, AND OTHER ~~ 
ASGORTED INDIGENOUS DELICAGES. YR 
QUITE TASTY, DONT YOU THINK? 

YOU HAVE SOME THNG 
AGAINST RECYCLING, 



THAT NIGHT WE GET OU" 
IN A SMALL PIROGUE 
RASSLS HAD STOLEN 
ROM BONE POACHERS, 

WE DRIFTED THROUGH We BAYOL-~ 
4 CORRUPT VERSION OF THE OWL AND 
THE PUSSYCAT. THE MOON WAS 

BRIGHT, LIKE A LITTLE SUN, 

Ano WOODS 
WeRe ALWe WITH 
THING THAT BITE. 

WAT ELIRROUNDEL 
The MUSTY SMELL OA, 

2 BECiNE LOST IN Tre NoDUE 
BEAUTY 7 

THe SYMPHONY Oe REKETS, 
FROGS, AND STRANGE 

HAD WALT DISNEY, IN REALITY, 
BEEN SATAN, TAS MIGHT 
HWE BEEN WIS BELOVED 

M WAGIE KINGDOM, 



WHAT MADE THE DARENESS BLACK? WHAT 
WAS THE THING THAT CAME IN THE NIGHT 

VE YOU UNABLE 10 SEE? 

WAS IT SOMETHING LIKE PINT, THAT 
COVERED THE TREES, OR AN ANAL, 
PERHAPE, THAT LIVED IN THE SKY AND 

QUY CAME OUT WHEN THE EHT WAS ANY? 

"WHAT (5 THE DagK2" 
ABKED HER "WHO MADE 

T, AND WHY? 



SHE WAS A NICE LADY WhO 
PUT PLASTIC COVERS ON 
THE FURNITURE AND 
BELIEVED IN GOD. 

SHE TOOK ME TO CHURCH EVERY 
GUNCAY ANC GAVE ME QUARTERS. 
10 DROP IN THE COLLECTION PLATE. 

2oun 

FLOWERS NEED LOTS OF LIGHT, 
(AND THE CHURCH WAS A VERY 

PRK PLACE. 

LL THOUGHT (T STRANGE THAT GOO 
WEEDED HANDOUTS WHEN, SUPPOS- 
COL, HE MADE THE WHOLE 
UNWEREE. oti D0 HE WANT TD 

We 

THE LIGHT THAT CAME THROUGH 
THE STAINED BLASS WINDOW WAEN'T 
ENOUGH TO GAVE THEM. TOME; IT 

WAS SAD LIGHT. 

MRS. VALIG SAID THE MONEY WAS 7 
BUY FLOWERS FOR THE CHURCH. 

NERS ARE A SYMBOL OF LIFE,” 
SHE SAID "A SIGN OF ALL THE 
BEAUTIFUL THINGS GOD HAS 

GWEN U5.” 

BUT EVERY TME I 
LOOKED AT THE 
FLOWERS, THEY 
SEEMED TO BE 
WHTING 70 DIE. 

LIGHT THAT HAD LOST IT 
HEALING SPIRIT WHEN IT 
FILTERED THROUGH THE 
GLOOMY RED AND 
BLUE PIETURES. 



MRS. ALIS DIED WHEN I Was 
TWELVE, AND Z WAS PLACED 

EOF MES STAFFORD, 

Ve SINCE CONE TO KNOW THAT 
THERE ARE MANY KINDS OF DARKNESS, 
PACH WITH A SECRET LIFE OF (18 OWN. 

TDON'T KNOW IE M65 
STAFFORD BELIEVED 
iN GOD OR NOT, BUT 

SHE NEVER WENT TO 
CHURCH: AND SHE 
REMOVED THE PLASTIC 

COVERS FROM 
THE FURNITURE. 

THERE 1S LIGHT AND THERE 
15 DARK, DAMIEN, " 5h TAD 
ME. "JUST DEAL WITH IT!” 

THEY FUNCTION 
LiKE WHIRLPOOLS, 
DRAWING YOU INTO 
THEIR CENTER. 

100 FAR GONE 
10 66 SAVED. 



Y X 

CRASSUS HAD BEEN CREATED 
(NA DARKNESS ALL HIS OWN. 
BUT IT WAS A DARKNESS HE 
ACCEPTED, IF FOR NO OTHER 
REAGON THAN THERE MBS 
LITTLE HE COULD PO ABOUT IT. 

WE WERE ON OUR WAY TO FIND. 
CREATOR -“THE WAN CALLED ARCANE. 
HE LIVED SOMEWHERE IN ROMANIA, 
WHERE CRABSUS HAD BEEN BORN. 

AND HE CLAINED THE MAN ARCANE 
ANEW MORE ABOUT NHAT WAS HAEPENING 
12 ME THAN MANGLY NOULD EVER KNOW, 

MNO T HONESTLY COULON'T 
THINK OF ANY REABON NOT 

MORE: 
BERRY FINN STEALING OFF 

IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT 12 “LIGHT 



WHY SHOULD: 
ARCANE WANT TO 
HELP INE? HE DOESN'T 
SOUND LIKE THE TYPE 
OF NAN WHO'D HELP 
ANYONE. LOOK WHAT 

HE DID 70 you, 

BUT HE MIGHT 
SEE HIS WAY TO 
HELPING YOU, DAMEN 

(ELPING LS. 
(P PROPERLY 
PERSUADED. 

TO STABILIZE THE 
REGRESSION. IF I 

N60 BACK, MAYBE 



iF YOu BO BACK, YOULL BE A GLORIFIED 
YOULL DIB. THEY LL SCIENCE PROTECT, DAMIEN. 

USED TO OBTAIN GOVERNVENT 
RANTS AND GARNISH NOBEL 
PRIZES IN THE WORLD OF 
BIOLOGICAL "RESEARCH! 

¥ CALENDAR BOY, 
ME, My FRIEND, / a. THT WPL NO WoT 2 
THEY LL REGEARCH f) 

you. 

I WANT 10 GET 
UP IN THE MORNING THE MIRROR AND SEE 
AND GO TO MY NORMAL NY NORMAL FACE AND 
S08 AND HATE 11, LIKE SAY, "YEAH, 
EVERYBODY ELSE! IM Wet A 

NORMAL BLY!” 

ann 



T.DON'T WANT 70 Hide UN So | NO, DAMIEN, AND NEITHER \ © 
r BUT yOu MUST 

LNDERSTAND, YOU WERE 
NEVE LTO 

AND SLEEP 
Ge 

(AL TO START. 
YOU, ANP 



i 4 

7” 

h 

60 Pp 
2_\ THIS WON’ 

KNOW WHY PEOPLE 
INGE AND TURN AWAY 
AS THEY WALK BY2 



A.NONSTER, THATS WHAT 
(ASN He'LL BECOME. AND zm 
ive RESPONSIBLE. 

NONSENSE. 
IT OFF, DAVID. 

ME A FAVOR, DAVID. SHUT 
UP AND GO. 70 SLEEP. OAMIEN 
CPN TAKE CARE OF HIMSELF 
FOR NOW. IT'S YOU Zim 
NORRIED ABOUT. 

THEY'LL FIND. 
WORRY, 

LAWRENCE |S SENDING 
ANOTHER TEAM OUT 
AT FIRST LIGHT. 

AND WHEN THEY 00 FIND 
HIM, THEY'LL BRING HM 

, AND YOU'LL 
HELP HIM. 

7” WEL TALK 
IN THE MORNIN 
IF YOU NEED AN’ 
THING, GIVE ME A 

h CALL. GOOD 





THERE ARE OTHERS, MY 
FRIEND, ANI 



‘OGL, YOU MADMAr , 
WHERE 00 YOU FIND THESE 

THESE TH INGS 2 

BY NVLITILE . PETS 40 INTERESTING. 
ea MANY OF THEM WERE QUITE EXPENSIVE .. 

WICH IS WHY YOU WILL FORGNE 
NE, PLEASE, FOR RAISING THE PRICE 

OF AOMISSION THIS YEAR 
SOME WOULD SAY THAT A GRLESOMELY 
DEFORMED WOMAN INSPIRES THE SAME 
URGE 70 STARE AS A TRULY BEAUTIFUL 

WOMAN ODES. 
AND EVE ~THE 

MOTHER AND FATHER 
‘OF ALL FREAKS. 

THISONE 16 A BITOF A 
BORE, T'N AFRAID, AS HE SIMPL 
DOES DISSUSTING THINGS. 
THERE'S NOTHING PHYSICALLY 

y 

C LIKE SINNERS OF ANOTHER SPECIAL ABOUT HiME 
BUT THE NIGHT IS i 7 ie 
YOUNG, MY FRIENDG, SOCES: — Sy 

Bur THERE 15 MORE TO SEE SOMETHING 
ReESTHETICALLY satis- 
FYING IN WATCHING B 

A aN Bite THE HEAD 
OFF ALE BRO, 

| t ) 

i ail, 



Zit KILL 
HoT MAN 

THATS. NHAT YOU ALWAYS SAY, 
BRONTES, BUT YOU NEVER DO. R 

f 

WELL/I FOR ONE COULD. 
NEVER BITE THE HEAD OFF 
ANOTHER LIVING THING, 



Y WERE ALLIN 
TOGETHER 

= 3 mm NEXT: BLUE SKIES OF PERGATORY 

Sp Meee 


